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Pastor’s Report, June 2026

On about the first or second week of June the honeysuckles at
the bottom of the driveway bloom and you can smell their
fragrance if you stand within five feet of them, especially at night
when the air is still and warm. The air smells like you took a
bottle of fragrance and sprayed it, though it’s more subtle than
anything from a bottle. | wait all year for these honeysuckles to
bloom but they last only about two weeks. Why can’t they stay
longer? They’re barely here, then they’re gone. It reminds me
of the Sermon on the Mount when Jesus said: “Why do you
worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They
do not labor or spin. Yet | tell you that not even Solomon in all
his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God
clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow
is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of
little faith?”

Does anyone know what that means? Jesus talking about our
clothes? He’s interested in fashion? Is that it? Is he saying it
doesn’t matter if we buy our clothes from Walmart or Old Navy
because, really, it’s all the same? Is Jesus saying that even if we
buy our clothes from Nordstrom or Bloomingdales, we can’t
compete with the beauty of honeysuckles or marigolds, so we
may as well shop for bargains on Ebay? Jesus also talks about
worry. He says if we had faith, we wouldn’t worry. If we had
faith, nothing would bother us, nothing would disturb or frighten
us. But what does faith have to do with our choice of clothes?
Jesus said God clothes us. How? | wear the same thing every
day — a black Hanes or Lands End t-shirt and black Old Navy
jogging pants. | have about ten of each. My socks are black and
gray wool from Denmark. Really — | wear wool socks made by
people with Viking DNA, and black shoes by Birkenstock or Hoka.
But Jesus says it’s not Old Navy or Hanes or the Vikings who are



clothing me, but God. What? Jesus explains worry with flowers
and faith with clothing. Even when we translate the original
languages of Aramaic and Hebrew and Greek to English, what’s
he talking about? For Christ’s sake, what is Jesus trying to tell
us? Can we ever know?

Jesus became a wanted man who was eventually executed
because no one understood him. It really came down to that —
people had no clue what he was talking about. “Love your
enemies? Good one!” they laughed. They called him a devil
outlaw who promoted cannibalism. Isaiah had a vision where
God told him that nobody would understand the Bible, even the
people who teach it. “But preach it anyway,” God said. In the
schools where | studied, no one told me that study of the
scriptures was a fruitless endeavor doomed to fail.

During my recent silent retreat of four and a half days, we went
around a circle on our first meeting, before the silence, about
fifty of us. We were asked to say what our intention was for the
retreat. | said | wanted to put on the mind of Christ. How odd. |
didn’t plan to say that, but that’s what came out of my mouth.
That night while | walked through the dark hallways, needing
about a thousand more steps to make my goal of eight thousand
for the day, | passed through the dim library and walked right up
to a book titled Putting On The Mind of Christ. Coincidence? |
took it and read it over the next few days.

The good news from the book was that God plans for all of us to
have the mind of Christ. The author, Jim Marion, said there are
something like nine stages to human consciousness, leading to
the mind of Christ. The bad news — most people don’t get
beyond stage two or three. Jesus was a stage nine consciousness
talking to stage twos and threes. Of course no one knew what
he was talking about. When he said the kingdom of heaven they



imagined a far-off place in the sky that good people go to when
they die, even though he said it’s inside us — all of us. But
even if it takes many lifetimes, the author believes all of us will
eventually have this mind. God calls us, like Abraham, to leave
the familiar and keep growing and changing — repenting.
Repent, forgive, love — our religion in three words. This is
really the point, the goal, of all we do, while in the meantime
we smell honeysuckles or slip into Viking wool socks.

Yours with love, in the
summertime, putting on Contact Pastor George @

the mind of Christ, Phone: (203) 287 -8106 or
revonweb@sbcglobal.net

George

Trustees

The Trustees met on May 24th. We reviewed financials and to
date all expenditures are within expected parameters. We
updated the committee on the recent meeting held by the
committee steering Parish House refurbishment. We are
waiting on obtaining written estimates for new windows and
siding. The Trustees also discussed next steps on the new web
site and improvements for the Women’s rest room off the
Parish Hall.

Respectfully submitted,
John Donohue




Women's Fellowship

Women's Fellowship would like to thank those that baked,
made a salad, helped set up or cleanup for both Meg
Nowacki's Celebration of Life and Salad Sunday. Your help was
much appreciated!

End of the Year Picnic will be held Sunday, June 7, after church.
We will be having hotdogs, chicken, baked beans, fruit and
more. If so desired, make a small dessert, salad, or side to
share!

Hope to see everyone there!

Debbie Laffin

H.O.P.E.

H.O.P.E. would like to thank those that have generously
donated this past month:

George and Janet Braen
Charlotte and John Sroka
Bob and Karen Coronna
Barbara Gengarelly

John and Lois Kasarauskas
Janet Solo

This month we will be donating to Interfaith Caregivers Food
Force. This program supplies and delivers groceries to seniors
who are facing challenges due to financial, physical or other
hardships.

If you would like to make a donation, you can do so by visiting
our website or mailing a check with HOPE in the memao.

Thank you for supporting Helping Other People Eat,
Debbie Laffin




Deacons

Spring greetings from your deacons! We are now entering the
Pentecost season following a beautiful Easter. The deacons
continue to be committed to supporting congregation members
in need. Please feel free to contact us if you need any
assistance.

Respectfully yours,
Kitty Donohue

Board of Missions and Concerns

Hi Everyone,

We will be donating to Interfaith Caregivers of Greater New
Haven (they share experiences, rides, food, and other services,
primarily with seniors, that cultivate connection, support
wellness, and relieve loneliness and isolation).

To support patients with Parkinson's etc. We are going to
donate to the new Adams Neurosciences Center which will
open in 2027 at YNHH.

As always you can contact me anytime if you know of a need.

Take care and have a safe, healthy and safe summer.
Donna and the Missions Committee

Christian Education

Our last day of Sunday School lessons will be on June 7th. They
will resume after Labor Day. Join us on June 7th for the picnic
and some fun activities.

Respectfully,
Janet Manukas




The Ties That Bind:
Annual Meeting Votes Would Culminate the Journey of Together as One

When the leaders of the Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island conferences
began talking about joining together as one conference more than 10 years ago, they
were advised that a formal merger process would be long and arduous. So rather than
tackle that right away, Conference leaders decided to form a new nonprofit: the
Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ.

That meant the predecessor entities — the Missionary Society of Connecticut, and the
historic Massachusetts and Rhode Island conferences — continued to exist, giving
Conference leaders time to work through all the legal steps required to move
endowments and properties from the historic entities to the new one.

The process has been ongoing ever since.

In 2023, Annual Meeting delegates voted to accept more than $26 million in
endowments and invested funds from the historic conferences. Nonprofit organizations
cannot transfer donor restricted funds without approval by state officials, in order to
ensure that the original intent of donors is honored. Since that vote, former SNEUCC
Chief Financial Officer Dawn Hammond has been working as a consultant with attorneys
for the three historic conferences and the SNEUCC counsel to get those approvals. Most
of the funds have now been transferred.

In 2025, Annual Meeting approved some bylaw changes that, among other things, made
it easier for organizations to merge with the SNEUCC. Massachusetts law requires a 2/3
vote of the membership to approve a nonprofit corporate merger: the original bylaws
defined voting members as all potential delegates and clergy, a threshold that would
have realistically been impossible to meet. The change defines voting members as those
actually in attendance at an annual meeting.

That brings the Conference now to the point where it can finalize the merger of the
historic conferences.

All three historic boards — the Missionary Society of Connecticut and the historic
Massachusetts and Rhode Island boards — have been taking votes this spring to approve
articles of merger. Delegates to the 7th Annual Meeting of the Conference in September
will be asked to accept those mergers.

“We are continuing the work of merger, a process long underway, shaped by General
Synod in 2019 and affirmed by delegates across our conferences in 2023 and 2025. This
work allows us to steward our resources more faithfully and live more fully into our
shared mission,” Rev. Darrell Goodwin, Executive Conference Minister, said. “Over time,
we have made a series of faithful decisions that have brought us to this moment.”

Finalizing the mergers will reduce the duplication of effort that currently comes with
maintaining the separate entities, each of which has its own accounting system, annual
audit, and Board of Directors. This will reduce the number of corporations being
supported by Conference staff from six to three: SNEUCC, the SNE Legacy Corporation,
and the Trustees of the Fund for Ministers.



“Even though the historic conferences have been operating as corporations with
operations managed by SNEUCC for the past several years, we continue to pay for
separate insurance policies, separate audits, and the cost of maintaining separate
financial records and investment portfolios,” said Diane Mercier, SNEUCC'’s Chief
Financial Officer. “It takes hundreds of hours of staff time to maintain separate records
and participate in multiple audits each year. We estimate cost savings of $20,000 to
$25,000 per year on annual audits, in addition to the savings in insurance. Staff hours
and cost savings will allow us to focus on financial planning and meeting programmatic
needs."

With the merger, the remaining properties of the historic entities —Silver Lake Camp &
Retreat Center in Connecticut, Irons Homestead in Rhode Island and the Framingham
campus in Massachusetts — will come under the ownership of SNEUCC. The Property
Committee of the SNEUCC board has been working since 2022 on the best missional uses
of Conference properties, and will continue to do so.

To date:

The former Connecticut Conference office building in Hartford was sold to the Hartford
International University for Religion and Peace;

52 acres of unused property abutting the Framingham campus was sold to the town of
Ashland, MA, for preservation as open space;

Negotiation has been underway to find a missional partner to purchase Irons
Homestead;

Studies are underway for the best use of the Framingham campus, which includes
Pilgrim Day Camp and the Edwards House Meeting & Retreat Center;

Partners are being sought to work with the SNEUCC to find the best missionally aligned
use of the Silver Lake Camp once Conference-sponsored programming winds down this
summer.

Sunday Service 10am every Sunday is also available online via
Zoom

Meeting ID 658 791 9474

Password 503008

To join by telephone, dial 929-205-6099 and enter the meeting
ID. If prompted for a password, enter 503008.

Saturday Service every Saturday at 5pm
In person only




Dunbar UCC Open & Affirming Statement

We, the members of Dunbar United Church of Christ,
want Jesus to be the center of our lives. Our mission is
to practice the New Commandment that Jesus gave
us: to love one another as he has loved us (John
13:34). We seek to follow God's will by loving our
neighbors, friends and enemies alike. We seek justice
for all.

We celebrate the image of God in every person. As an
Open and Affirming Church, we welcome all persons
into the full life and ministry of our church, and affirm
that the grace of God, known especially through
Jesus, is a gift meant for people of every race, color,
age, ability, gender and sexual orientation. Worship,
leadership, ministry, and employment are open to all.

We are on a journey of faith and invite all people to
join us. No matter the church or community where
your journey began, you are welcome here.

Mission Statement

“We believe that Jesus calls us to love each other, serve
our neighbor, and nurture God's spirit within us."

Bible Study every Wednesday via Zoom
Meeting ID 658 791 9474 Password 503008

To join by telephone, dial 929-205-6099 and enter the meeting
ID. If prompted for a password, enter 503008.




