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The health care debate, the “town meetings,” the angry mobs incited by the 
rich and powerful remind me of Jesus’ last days.  In less than a week, from Palm 
Sunday to Dead Friday, the crowds turned on him, trading their palm branches 
for stones.  On Sunday people praised Jesus and by Friday they spat in his 
face.  Why the sudden change?  Jesus-Son-of-God became son of the devil and 
even the Roman governor couldn’t save him from lies the religious leaders 
spread like a hallucinogenic fog over the people of Israel.  The temple priests 
convinced the crowds that Jesus of Nazareth was the enemy.  The irony of the 
New Testament is that God was lynched by those charged with serving him (as 
in the “Tenants of the Vineyard” parable).  Crowds like silly putty in the hands of 
the putty mastsers.  Organizers tell a crowd that Jesus is the devil, or Obama is 
Hitler, and in both cases the crowd yells, “kill him!” 

The poor will always be with us, Jesus said.  In the Bible the rich ate the 
poor and we see this happening today as leaders of industry pay lobbyists and 
politicians to oppose change in the broken and heartless health care system of 
the United States.  “Health Care” is not really what we have, but an industry 
driven by profit.  I’M STILL WAITING for someone in the public debates to say, 
“You know, it bothers me that so many people fall through the cracks of our 
health care system.  How can we offer care to everyone.”  But the angry people 
are not free of their self-interest. 

“Crucify him!  Crucify him,” the crowds yelled to Pilate.  The people wanted 
to kill the healer, the one who came to save them.  Why?  Because Jesus was 
bad for the temple’s business.  Then as now, money is what drives policy.  But 
Jesus said we can’t serve money and God.  How do we serve God? 
A Christian I admire said he wanted to be challenged to live his daily life “the 
way Jesus taught.”  Me too.  Following Jesus is a matter of how we use our 

�������������� �
�	�
�	����
�
�
��
�����������������������
���������� �!"# �"$��
 �
�
����%#��
�
#
��&�
	���

�'� ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�"�
'��(���
�%���'�� ��������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����

���������	��
��
����������������������������������� ����������������������������������������������
�������������
��������
�������������������
������������	 ��� �����
����
!����
���"�#���$�����


���"�%��&���'(�������
�
 
 ���������������� ����

�



     
  2 

www.dunbarchurch.com 

attention.  The apostle Paul kept stressing “mind” and the importance of what we 
think about through the day.   “Set your minds on things that are above,” he 
said.  “Put to death anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your 
mouth.”  And “put on compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, and 
patience....and above all, put on love.  “We have to cultivate the kind heart of 
Jesus, and let go of the malice that says,”I’ve got my health coverage, and if 
someone else doesn’t, tough -- it’s not my problem.” 

We can’t live as Jesus taught if we expose ourselves to angry and mean 
thinking, to gossip, to persons or groups that dish out slander.  The venom of 
people like Bill O’Riley or Rush Limbaugh is deadly to the spiritual life.  Our 
challenge is to keep our minds focused on Christ by the exercise of our attention 
through the day. This was the heart of Paul’s teaching for living the Christian 
life.  He told the Ephesians, “Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and 
anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one 
another,  tenderhearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ has forgiven 
you.” 

Our culture loves profit more than people.  Money is god.  This was shown 
beautifully in a recent James Bond movie.  The villain was asked:  “Do you 
believe in God.”  He said, “No, I believe in a reasonable rate of return.”  But if we 
keep our attention on what Paul called “things above,” we open ourselves to the 
grace of Christ’s spirit influencing our hearts and minds.  That’s the the return we 
seek -- that is the prize we live for. 
 
yours, turning, 
daily returning, 
to Christ, 
 
George 
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Dear Dunbar Friends: 
 

I arrived safe and sound in Houston, Texas on July 21st .  I have made the 
transition very well and quickly.  Living with Pat, Nancy and Krexti Lee is 
most pleasant and busy. 
  

Thanks to you all for being such good friends to me and my family for 
many years.  Each of you made my life in Connecticut very rewarding. 
  

It was a joy to see so many of you good folks at my surprise farewell 
party.  I thank you for coming to my “open house”. 
  

Bless each of you and I will think of you all often.  Keep in touch - My 
address is 22315 Indigo Pines Lane, Katy, TX 77450. 
  

Love to ALL, 
Phyllis Bloomquist 
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 “Pasta Night”  

    at   Dunbar UCC   

                   

* When: September 19, 2009, 6:00PM-8:00PM.  

* Where: Dunbar United Church of Christ, Church Hall  

* Donation: $7 per person, $20 per family.  

   

Please come and enjoy a fun night of great food, refreshments, coffee 
and desserts, live music and much more. All proceeds to benefit the 
“Play-ground Fund”.  
 

We are raising funds to put in a new play-ground for our children. So 
bring your friends, family and appetite. If you or someone you know 
wants to make a donation to the play-ground fund, please make 
checks payable to D.U.C.C. and in the memo, write in play-ground 
fund.   
 

Thank you for your support for the play-ground….for  the children.  
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D.U.C.C. Play-ground Committee         
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Request for Playground Donations  
A year or so ago the Nursery School moved out of the Parish House 

and took their playground with them.  Recently a committee has formed to 
gradually, piece-by-piece, make a new playground for the children.  The 
ground needs to be re-graded and Chuck Hilton has volunteered to do this 
with some of his heavy, earth-moving machinery.  Chris Nowacki is finding 
the best deal for the 15 yards of wood chips that we’ll need.  The rest of 
us:  Nancy Braen, Barbara Hamilton, Paul Jacques, Kathy and Kate Straka, 
and Janet and I are meeting each week to find good playground equipment 
that will last a long time.  First we plan to get a geodesic dome for the kids 
to climb on and we’ll add to that. 

If you’ve noticed, when it was there, the playground was the first place 
the children would run to after their church school.  Or, they would come to 
Fellowship Hall, grab a cookie and juice, then go to the playground.  So I’m 
asking people through this letter to make a contribution to the playground.  
There are only limited funds available in the church budget to pay for this, 
so we are relying on your generosity to complete this project.  You can 
write a check to Dunbar United Church of Christ and specify that it is for 
Playground.  There will be a line-item on the church budget where these 
contributions will go.  Either drop the check into the collection basket on 
Sunday, or send it to Dunbar United Church of Christ, 767 Benham Street, 
Hamden, CT, 06514.  Thank you from all of us on the playground 
committee. 
 
George 
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The Connecticut Conference of  the United Church of  Christ 
Invites you to a Silver Lake Conference Center Cele bration! 

On Sunday, September 20, 2009 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm  
(rain or shine) 

 
3 pm Dedicate  New Construction  

Led by The Rev. Dr. Davida Foy Crabtree, Conference Minister 
-Pines Cabin (north) North Guilford Congregational UCC 

-Pines Cabin (south) Dunbar UCC, Hamden 
-Hillside Commons Building First Congregational, Wallingford 

 
And at this PINES cabin dedication we will be honoring the memory of Lynn Walters, Silver Lake 

alum, missionary to China, and daughter of Charles and Barbara Walters. 
Thank you, Dunbar United Church of Christ, for all you have done to make this building possible. 

 
4 pm Update Now for the Future, The Campaign for Si lver Lake 
Facilitated by Patsy Bjorling, ACM for Generosity Ministries 
-Especially for board members and church leaders, in The Cedars 
-Hear details about campaign progress to date 
-Learn what is needed in order to complete the first phase of the campaign 
 

5 pm Celebration Cookout in the Grove* 
Welcome by Silver Lake Co-Directors Anne and Tim Hughes 

-Meal prepared by Silver Lake Chef Bob Slagel, Food Services Manager 
-Cookout is $10 per person payable at the event 

 
Silver Lake Alumni/ae, Friends, church groups and families are welcome to enjoy the grounds 

throughout the afternoon. 
Clergy and Christian Educators planning to attend the General Association Meeting on Sept. 

21-22 are welcome to spend the night at Silver Lake. You can make those reservations when you 
register for General Association. 
*Advance reservations are requested for the cookout. Simply let Silver Lake know how many in your 
group by calling (860) 364-5526 by Sept 14, 2009, or email dianec@ctucc.org. 

�

 Movie Night in the DUCC Church Hall!!! 
September 26 th  at 7:00pm, (Doors open at 6:00pm) �
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 We need people to collect money, set-up food, clean-up etc. 
  

From 5pm for set up.  

To  9PM for clean-up.   
  

There will be a sign up sheet in the Church Hall.  
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www.dunbarchurch.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DUNBAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
AN OPEN & AFFIRMING CONGREGATION 
767 BENHAM STREET, HAMDEN, CT 06514 


