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I don’t like to wait.  And yet there are always lines to stand in, and red lights.  
You can’t fill up your car without waiting.  Or when you’re so hungry and it’s 4:30 but 
dinner won’t be ready for another hour.  What are you going to do in all that time?  
Better to start eating right now -- maybe some Snickers bars, a turkey sandwich, 
potato chips.  Please don’t make me wait.  I’ll pay you to stand in line for me.  And you 
know why I didn’t see my family this Thanksgiving?  Because it takes nine hours to 
drive from Hamden to Falls Church, Virginia.  Normally a six hour drive but not during 
holidays.  So much waiting in traffic, crawling along the interstate, endless lines of 
cars, five miles-per-hour, ten miles-per-hour, five miles-per-hour -- stop.  Five miles-
per-hour....and on and on.  Waiting, waiting, waiting.  Even in Hamden we have to 
wait.  Right now Geneene is waiting for me to finish writing this so she can get this 
issue of the Dome to you some time before spring.  She’s been waiting about a week.  
Janet is waiting for the pumpkin pies to finish cooking so we’ll have dessert for our 
Thanksgiving meal.  Annie is waiting to see her sister Maria. 
 

And meanwhile, here we all are, in the season of Advent -- a whole season of -- 
WAITING!!!  Geez, even God makes us wait.  For what?  What are we waiting for?  
Maybe if we look at some of the Advent hymns, we’d have an idea of what God 
promised us which we don’t have yet.  Here’s a good advent hymn:  “Come, Thou 
Long-Expected Jesus.”  The first verse says, “Come, thou long expected Jesus, born 
to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.”   
 

Well, this must not apply for us because aren’t we free already?  Isn’t that what’s 
so great about being an American?  We have free speech, freedom of religion.  I’m 
free to go to McDonalds right now and eat ten Big Macs if I want and nobody will stop 
me.  And it’s FAST food -- no waiting.  So I’m not sure what Jesus needs to set us free 
from.  Maybe if we lived in North Korea or Iran we’d have more use for Jesus.  But 
we’re already free, thanks to our brave soldiers who keep fighting these wars for us.  
I’ll be sure to thank them in a prayer this afternoon as I fill my plate with stuffing and 
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gravy.  Thanks for the freedom, guys.  Keep up the good work.  Now, will somebody 
pass the turkey. 
 

There’s another advent hymn that might help us know what we’re waiting for:  O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel.  The fourth verse says...”bind all people in one heart and 
mind; bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.”  
Yeah, I guess we’re still waiting for that.  Thousands of years we’ve been waiting.  
Why does God make us wait so long?   And do we really want a life with no envy, 
strife and quarrels?  Family gatherings would be so dull.  And there’d be nothing to 
gossip about if everybody got along and lived peacefully.  There’d be no adultery, 
homicides, or nuclear proliferation.  What would we do?  We’d all just sit around, being 
nice to each other.  Is that what we’re waiting for? 
 

Hmmmm.  Actually, I don’t think advent is about change happening in the world.  
We don’t need to worry about the world changing.  Wars and envy and strife will 
continue, and people will continue to be sinful and corrupt and interesting.  We will still 
have juicy, fascinating things to gossip about.  But there might be a change in us, and 
in the small worlds where we live. I expect to be more patient as I near my fifty-fifth 
birthday.  I expect Jesus to be in my thoughts more, and his grace to fill more of my 
days.  I think this is what we’re waiting for -- this is the only thing, really, that’s worth 
the monotony of the long and grueling days.  We are being changed, moment by 
moment, into the image of the one who created us.  And who is that?  Jesus.  Go to 
the gospels and look at him again, watch him -- see what he does.  Listen.  He heals, 
he forgives -- he even helps his enemies.  Oh yes, I’ll wait for him -- I will find room for 
him. 
 

yours, waiting, 
George 
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Best wishes to all those celebrating birthdays & anniversaries in December… 

 
6th … Happy Birthday to Dale long! 
11th   … Happy Birthday George! 

28th …  Happy Birthday Geneene Luedee ! 
31st …  Happy Birthday AJ Luedee, turning 9! 

Happy Birthday Pete and Deb Laffin!!! 
�

��������	��
����

�

���
����������������
��

�������������������������
��	������	����	���
�����
����

�	������������� �� ��� !����"�#�� $#%���##"&%�
��
'�

(��
��(	��
�����)���	
����

�(�	**	��	���
�
�

��������	
��
�
������	�� 

��
����
�����
��
���
�����
���
������
�������
�	
��
	
 ��������	
���	�	�
��
���
������	�
������

���
������
���������

����
���	�
���
�����
 ��
���
�� 	
��������	
��
��	
���	�
�	
	�
��
��	

!�����
"���	#

��
����
���
����
�����	
��	$�
���
��� 
���
����
����	
���
	�%��
��	
������

�	�
��	��



�

 
 
 



     
  4 

www.dunbarchurch.com 

Board of Missions and Concerns 

                     Thank you to everyone who packed a shoebox for 
Operation Christmas Child. Together we collected forty-one shoeboxes which will 
be sent all over the world to children who otherwise would have nothing for 
Christmas. Also this month Missions donated approximately $100 worth of food to 
the Hamden Food Bank. Thank you to Chuck Walters for buying and delivering 
the food. 
  
Respectfully, 
Nancy Braen 
Co-Chair 



   COOKIE WALK 

 

Once again this year we are doing the" cookie walk" at the Advent workshop, Dec. 13th . We 
will be providing the Christmas wrapped cans that everyone can fill for $5. This year monies 
raised will be going towards the new playground!   
     So, we are asking all the great bakers at Dunbar United Church of Christ to make cookies 
for this heartwarming cause . Let's see if we can fill 50 cans !!!!! If anyone has any questions, 
please e-mail or call Donna Burkbuckler, (203-239-7763 or gfb753@gmail.com   
 

Many, many thanks! 
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Dunbar UCC Open and Affirming/Mission Statement 
    We, the members of Dunbar United Church of Christ, want Jesus to be the 

center of our lives.  Our mission is to practice the New Commandment that Jesus 
gave us:  to love one another as he has loved us (John 13:34).  We seek to follow 

God’s will by loving our neighbors, friends and enemies alike.  We seek justice for 
all. 

    We celebrate the image of God in every person.  As an Open and 
Affirming Church, we welcome all persons into the full life and ministry of our 

church, and affirm that the grace of God, known especially through Jesus, is a gift 
meant for people of every race, color, age, ability, and sexual orientation. Worship, 

leadership, ministry, and employment are open to all.  
    We are on a journey of faith and invite all people to join us.   No matter the 

church or community where your journey began, you are welcome here.   
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